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Messiah without any of the hyperbolical expressions which St. Paul employed.
St. James acted as a kind of link between the Jews and the Christians. The best of the former had apparently considerable regard for him, and, when he was put to death by the High-Priest Annas, the impression made upon the multitude was very bad. No doubt the cause of his popularity was partly that, like many of the ancient prophets, he attacked, with much violence, the rich and the constituted authorities ; but he had earned the reputation of a saint alike among the followers of the old and the new religion.
It is interesting to observe that in the Epistle of St. James the germ of almost all the Catholic Sacraments is already to be found, while the doctrine to which so many Protestant sects have attached such importance, the doctrine of justification by faith, is repudiated distinctly and categorically.
Meantime things got worse and worse all through Palestine. Festus, who had done his best under most difficult circumstances, had been succeeded by Albinus, a worthless ruler. The party of the Sadducees, which was at the head of affairs, tried repression ; but the whole country had got out of hand. Brigands and assassins,